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Glasgow Building Preservation 
Trust is a charity set up some 25 
years ago.  The Trust spends 
most of its time and energy sav-
ing our built heritage by estab-
lishing new uses for and restor-
ing our much loved buildings.  
We work in partnership with 
Glasgow City Council and grant 
funders from across the UK.     
 
The benefits of our work are: 

Restoration of important Glas-
gow Buildings 
Investment is brought into 
Glasgow from grant funders 
Support for jobs in construc-
tion and traditional building 
skills 
Our work contributes to com-
munity regeneration 
By restoring heritage build-
ings the organisation plays a 
crucial role as a catalyst for 
further investment 
Doors Open Day greatly en-
hances public appreciation of 

the built heritage. 
 

 

The Prince of Wales visits Castlemilk Stables 
 
Glasgow Building Preserva-
tion Trust and Cassiltoun 
Trust hosted a Royal Visit to 
Castlemilk Stables on 2nd 
June 2009.  The visit was 
recognition of this heritage
-led regeneration project 
and the culmination of a 
10 year campaign by local 
people and GBPT to save 
the Stables.  Who better to 
celebrate the achievement 
than the Prince of Wales 
who has a keen interest in 
the preservation of Geor-
gian buildings. 
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There were 22 funders who generously contributed to 
the cost of the scheme - without their support the pro-
ject would not have been possible. 
 
The project is seen as an exemplar of partnership work-
ing and heritage-led regeneration.  As a testimony to 
this, since completion in 2007, the building has won 
many Scottish and UK wide awards, including the An-
drew Doolan Best Building in Scotland Award. 



Background  
In November 2006 cancer charity Tak Tent, now 
Cancer Support Scotland, approached the Trust for 
some advice as to whether the chapel would be  
suitable for them to use as a Cancer Therapy Centre.  
GBPT undertook a study funded by the owner, 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde National Health Service, 
and the Architectural Heritage Fund to scope out 
what potential end-use might suit the building and 
test the case for a Cancer Therapy Centre. 
 

The Building  
Gartnavel Royal Hospital Chapel is a building of architectural value which is in a poor state of 
repair and is registered as a Building at Risk.  The Chapel was built in 1904 for use by patients.  
The main complex was designed and completed by Charles Wilson between 1841 and 1843.  
Wilson had designed a chapel as part of his scheme but it was never realised.  60 years on, a 
different site was chosen for the chapel independent of the main building and Sir J.J. Burnet 
was commissioned to produce a building in line with the architectural styles of the day.  The 
chapel is single storey at the gable closest to the hospital and two storeys at the opposite 
gable with a bell tower.  The interior has an arched ribbed ceiling, timber dado panelling and 
stained glass in both gables.  The building remains largely unaltered.  The Chapel was Listed 
Category B in 1970 when it was still in ecclesiastical use.  By 1999 it was no longer 
functioning as a chapel, being used only occasionally for the training of nurses.  
 
The Issues 
The building currently lies vacant, in a deteriorating condition with outbreaks of dry rot 
within the interior and visible deterioration of the timber structure and roof.  Another 
particular area of concern is the stained glass windows by Guthrie and Wells that remain 
exposed on the North elevation.  The creation of adequate disabled parking facilities and 

new boundaries for the building will also have to be considered.  
 
Options Appraisal Conclusion  
GBPT has concluded that the chapel, with a modest extension, 
would provide very well as therapy and office space for Cancer 
Support Scotland providing an appropriate and sustainable 
long term re-use for the chapel.   
 
Progress/Plan 
The total cost of the project is expected to be £1.7m.  Funding 
applications are currently being made to advance the project 
further.  GBPT will be responsible for raising funds and 
managing the build project throughout.  The architect, Austin-
Smith: Lord, will lead the project. 
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